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the founder of the line; His reign is computed at eighteen
years, 1643 to 1661. No. 249 in this collection was the
first issue of the new masters. On the obverse it bears
the character Shun che tungpaou, the Shun che coinage; and
it may here be remarked that from this date the word
" for coinage" is fixed as Tungpaou, as is also its position
at the sides of the hole. All coins are now read across.
On the reverse are the characters Paoy, tsiowan^ showing
it to have been issued from the Board of Revenue in Pekin.
The money from this mint served as a model for the various
provincial coinage. The form of coin being now fixed,
regular government mints were opened in the pro-
vinces under responsible officers, and models of the new
coinage were supplied to them. In 1644 the model coin
was cast both in the Board of Revenue Mint and in that
of the Board of Works. In 1647 the Honan mint was
working. In 1649 those of Fuchow, Ningpo, Shantung,
and Che Kiang. In 1650 they were all working. These
coins have over the hole, on the reverse, one character,
giving in Chinese the name of the mint; but sometimes
the character was put at the side.
In 1653 orders were issued at Pekin for an improve-
ment in the workmanship of the coins, the various mints
receiving instructions to issue a coin with two characters,
—yih-le, fc t 0*0 o of a tael,"—on the reverse, accompanied
by the names of the respective mints. A change, however,
must immediately afterwards have been made, for in the
same year we find an issue of coinage bearing on the
reverse the name of the mint in Chinese, on the right of
the hole, and the same word in Mantchoo character on
the left.
In 1661 Kang-he, the second emperor, came to the
throne, and in the following year all the provincial mints

